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Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

Please amend claims 1 , 4*9, 1 5-1 8, 20, 22, and 23, without prejudice. 
Please add new claims 24-31. 



1 . (Currently Amended) A call screening daliibasc device for u Kt9>^ift-a-pa<5l«^ 
^jc;o4-c«^im44ii<;alH>n-rH3tAVO^ comprising; 

one or more communication devices coup led to a pocket-bas ed com munication 
network providing access to a gatekecpcT; 

a memory device including a screening database; and 

a processor opCTable to receive a request from tlic gatekeeper througli the one or 
niore communication devices wh^in-t ho eatokoepc f^^iwy. 

wherein in response to a received request, the processor performs call screening in 
conjunction with the screening databas e, the call scre eninu i neludinuone o r rnorcjrf 

(\) deter minin g whether an inbound ca ll associated with the. received rcquesUsio 

be a llowed, 

(ii> detc nnining whethe r a calle d number associated with the re ceive d request 
shonld be translat ed, and 

(inldctumin h^j;^ whether a routin)> in dex should be included in th e called numher> 

2, (Original) The call screening database ofclaim I , wherein tlie 
processor perfomis call screening by querying the screening database, determining a response to the 
received request, and sending the response to the gatekeeper. 
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3. (Original) The call screening database device of cinim I , wherein at least 
one of the one or more eommunicalion devices provides access to a packet-hase^l network. 

4. (Currently Amended) The call screening database device of claim 3, wherein 
the packet-based network ffis]] compr ises an Internet protocol (FP) network. 

5. (Currently Amended) The call screening database device ofclaim 1, wherein 
the memory device f [ is]] comprises random access metnory (RAM). 

6. (Currently Amended) The calJ screening database device ofclaim I, wherein 
the memory device [[is]] comprises a computer harddrive. 

7. (Currently Amended) The axU screening database device ofclaim I . wherein 
the screening database [[is]] comprises a flat Hie database. 

8. (Currently Amended) The call screening database device of claim I , wherein 
the screening database [[is]] comprises a relational database. 

9. (Currently Amended) The call screening datal^ase device ofclaim 1 , wherein 
the screening diit::ibiise [[is]] comprises an object-orieiited database. 

1 0. (Original) The call screening database device of claim I . wherein the 
received request includes a dialed number, and determining a response to the received request 
inchidcs: 

determining whether the received request is permitted: and 

creating a response number using the dialed number and the received request. 
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i 1 . (Original) The uill screening database device of claim 1 0, wherein 
sending the response to the gatekeeper inchides sending the response number. 

i 2. (Orii»inal) The call screening database device of claim 1 0, wherein the 
response number includes a routing index. 

1 3. (Original) The call screening database device of claim I wlierein Ihc 
packet-basal communication network includes one or more H.323 cndpoinls. 

1 4. (Original) Tlie call screening database device of claim 1 , wherein the 
packet-based conununication network includes one or more Session Initiotion Protocol (SIP) 
cndpoinls. 

1 5. (Currently Amended) A Voice over Internet Protocol (VoIP) network 

comprising: 



database device having a screening database residing in a memory of the c all screening da tabase 



(i) determining w heth er an inbound c all a ssociated with a r eceived rectuc sl from the 
fjrsl or s econd endm^int is to b e atl owetl. 

(ii) determi nin g whether a called n umber associated with the received reuuest 
should b e tra nslated, and 

(iii) detcnninin|> whether a rou ting inde x should be inclu ded in the called number > 



a iimt endpoint connected to a packet network; 

a sec ond cndpoi nt connected to the packet network: 

a gateway connected to the packet network; and 

a call screening database device connected to the packet network, the call screening 




4«t includiiig 
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1 6. (Currently Aitiendtxi) The VoIP rtclworlc of claim 1 5 wherein \hc packet 
network [[is]] a>rnp_riscs an Internet Proloa)! (IP) network. 

1 7. (Currently Amended) I'he VofP network of claim 1 5 wherein the second 
endpoinl [ [isJJ c omp rises an H.323 endpoint. 

1 X. (Currently AaTicndc<l) ITie VoIP network of claim 1 5 wherein the second 
endpoint [[is]] <X)rnpriscs a Session Initiation Prx)tocol (SIP) endpiMni. 

1 0. (Original) The VoIP network of claim 1 5 wherein Uie cnll screening 
duinbase device processes a call by: 

receiving a query message requesting the location of the second endpoint: 
querying the screening database using information fi-om the query message; and 
sending a response message based on a resuh. of querying the screening database. 

20. (Currently Amended) The VoIP network of claim i 9 wherein the rece i ved 
quer y message and the response message conform to the H.323 protocol 

2 1 . (Original) The VoIP network of claim 1 9 wherein the received q Mcry 
message and tlie response message conform to the Session initiation Protocol (SIP). 

22. (Currently Amended) A method of screening €atti^i4«g^a-<iHlks<iir4^^ 
^;j^^4jtt;»a^in a-pa^^ the tnetho d comprising: 

receiving a call request in a gateway cou pled to a packct^based e otnmunication 

ncUwrk: 

processing the call request in conjunction with a screening database residing in a 
memory of a screening database device , the p rocessi ng includinfLo ncj>jLrnQre_pf (i) dcteniiming 
whether an inbound call associated with the c;dl request is to be allowed, (ii) determining whether 
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a caliett nmnber associ ated with Uic call rcuucyi should be translated, and (iii) dctcmiinini* 
whether a routint; index sho uld b e included in the canal number : and 

routing the call request in rcf » po i mc to the proc etrS accordance wit h t he pn> cc ssit\|:!, 

23. {Currently Amended) The mctliod of claim 22 wherein processing the call 
rcqucsl includes: 

sending a message to a galckeeper, the gatekeeper processing the message in 
conjunction with the screening databtLsc; and 

receiving a rcsnonse to tlic message from the gatekeeper. 

24. (New) A method of screening calls comprising: 

receiving a aill request in a gateway coupled to a paekel-based ct>mmunieation 

network; 

processing the Cidl request in cory unction with a screening database residing in a 
memoiy of one of a plurality of screening database devices, wliere a query message is sent to a 
Urst databiise of the plurah'ty of screening database devices and if no response is received a query 
message is sent to a second database ol'the plurality of screening database device;; 

wherein the processing including one or more of (i) dctcmiining whether an 
inbound call associated with the call request is to be allowed, (ii) determining whether a called 
number associated with the call request should be translated, and (iii) determining whether a 
routing index should he included in the crdled number; and 

routing the call request in accordance with the processing. 

25. (New) The method of claim 24 wherein the packet-based communication 
network comprises an Internet Protoc<'>l (TP) network. 

26. (New) The method claim 24 wherein the call request and/or the query 
message comprises an H. 3 23 compliant. 
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27. (New) The methcKl claim 24 wherein the call request and/or the query 
message eom prises a Session Initiation Protoa)! {SIP) compliant. 

28. (New) A method of screening calls using a call screening database in a 
packet-bciiied c<^mmunication network, the method comprising: 

a step for receiving a call request in a gateway; 

a step for processing the call request in conjunction wttJi a screening database 
residing in a memory of a screening database device, the processiiig including one or more of (i) 
delennining whether an inbound call associated with tJie call request is to be allowcct, (ii) 
determining whether a called number associated with tlic call request should he tnmslatcd, and 
(iii) determining whether a routing index should be included in the called number: and 

a step for routing the call request in accordance with the processing. 

29. (New) A call screening database device for use in a packet-based 
communication network comprising; 

one or more communication devices providing access to a gatekeeper: 
a memory device including a screening database; and 

a processor operable to receive a request from the gatekeeper (hrougji the one or 
more communication devices, 

wherein in res-ponse to a received request, the processor performs call screening in 
conjunction with the screening database, 

wherein the received request includes a dialed number, and determining a response to 
the received request includes: 

determining whether the received request is pennitted: and 

creating a response number using the dialed number and tlic received request, 

wherein the response number includes a routing index. 
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30. (New) The call screening databn^jc oF claim 29, wherein the call screening 
database is one of a plurality of call scrccnine databases and where said performance of cull 
screening; in conjunction with the screening database inchides sending a query to a second call 
screening database of the plurality ifno response is received Irom the first call screening database 
of the plurality. 

3 1 . (New) The c<UI screening dalabiise of claim 2, wherein the call screening 
database is one of a plurality ol'call screening databases and where s<iid querying of tlic screening 
database includes sending a query to a second call screening database of the plurality ifno response 
is received from the first call screening database of the plurality. 
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